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SimonCRE has retained the services of Heritage Architecture & Planning (Heritage) to 
complete a design review for the proposed Dollar General store in Georgetown, California. 
Heritage has reviewed plans and exterior elevations provided by SimonCRE in order to 
confirm that they comply with the Historic Design Guide for El Dorado County. The 
following is a summary of our findings: 
 
Overall Form, Scale, and Massing: 
The overall form, scale, and massing of the proposed building appears to comply with the 
Historic Design Guide which indicates that commercial buildings may include one, two, or 
even three story structures with a variety of forms and details.  The proposed Dollar General 
store consists of a one-story building with two-story cross gables centered on each of the 
four facades. The repetitive nature of the cross gable component gives the facades an overly 
repetitive appearance. While technically not at odds with the Historic Design Guide, this 
treatment lacks architectural interest and could be improved either by eliminating one or 
more of the cross gables or introducing a differentiated treatment such as a false front 
facade.  Additionally, the façade of the cross gabled section should be set in front of the 
main wall of the building by several inches (12-inch minimum). 
 
Roof: 
The Historic Design Guide indicates that acceptable roof forms include gabled, hip, and 
shed roofs with wood shakes, shingles or corrugated iron roofing. Cross gables and false 
fronts were are also common for Gold Rush-era architecture.  The proposed design for the 
Dollar General store includes a sloped mansard roof surrounding a flat roof with taller cross 
gables centered on each façade.  While not technically described as an appropriate roof form, 
the mansard roof concept does provide the illusion of a hipped roof and therefore it appears 
to be consistent with the intent of the Historic Design Guide. The roofing materials 
indicated in the Dollar General plans include dimensional composite shingles for the primary 
roofing and corrugated metal for two small porch overhangs.  Dimensional composite 
shingles may be an acceptable alternative to wood where fire restiveness is a high priority. 
Care should be exercised to select a color range and material that resembles wood. Since 
dimensional composite shingles are not specifically listed as an acceptable material in the 
Historic Design Guide, this material should be reviewed and approved by county building 
officials. Alternatively, corrugated metal roofing could be used. If corrugated metal roofing is 
used it should look like unfinished corrugated iron and it should not be colored. 
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Porches: 
The Historic Design Guide discusses the importance of covered sidewalks and porches.  The 
proposed Dollar General store incorporates wood-framed porches with shed roofs on all 
sides of the building.  The Dollar General plans indicate that the sidewalk will be paved with 
concrete.  The Historic Design Guide indicates several paving options including wood, brick, 
stone, and concrete.  The original sidewalk material in Georgetown and other mining towns 
in the west would have been wood, concrete was introduced much later. It may be 
appropriate to use stamped colored concrete at the sidewalks to approximate the look of 
wood planks.  
 
Exterior Wall Materials: 
The Historic Design Guide suggests appropriate exterior wall materials include brick, stone 
masonry, painted horizontal shiplap siding, painted horizontal clapboard, or unfinished 
vertical board-and-batten siding. The proposed exterior wall materials at the Dollar General 
store include horizontal wood shiplap and vertical shiplap. The horizontal siding is 
appropriate, but the vertical shiplap is not appropriate. If vertical siding is used, it should be 
clear-sealed (non-glossy) natural board-and-batten siding. Additionally, transitions in exterior 
siding materials should only be used where there is a natural transition between wall 
elements, not on continuous flat walls. Heritage recommends deleting the vertical siding 
from the four areas shown on the northwest and southeast facades. Vertical board-and-
batten siding (natural finish) could be used on the two-story cross gable features instead of 
the horizontal shiplap in order to provide a more varied façade treatment. 
 
Windows: 
The Historic Design Guide requires divided-lite windows.  The proposed plans for the 
Dollar General store include several faux windows which are intended as façade 
embellishments rather than functioning windows.  Ideally, (if feasible) the windows should 
be actual windows that can be used for display and would provide natural light for the 
interior spaces.  If this is not feasible, opaque glass can be used. Heritage recommends using 
clear glass with the interior side of the glass painted black.  
 
Doors: 
The Historic Design Guide does not provide much direction with regard to appropriate 
door types for new commercial buildings. Since the intent of the Historic Design Guide is to 
promote new development that is compatible with the original architecture, is can be 
assumed that any new doors should be similar to doors that would have been used during 
this period of architecture.  The proposed Dollar General store includes three door types: 

• One aluminum storefront system with a dark bronze colored frame and tinted glass 
on the northeast facade. 

• Two wood faux barn doors with black metal hinges on the northwest and southeast 
facades. 

• Two painted metal slab doors (one single door and one double door) on the 
northwest and southeast facades. 
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The aluminum storefront system is not compatible in design, detailing, or materials with 
doors that would have been used during the historic period of El Dorado County.  
Historically, the main entry door to a commercial establishment in Georgetown would have 
likely featured a wood swinging door with adjacent wood-framed windows facing the main 
street.  Such a configuration may not be feasible at the Dollar General store since the main 
entrance must be located close to the accessible parking which is provided in the adjacent 
surface parking lot on the north end of the site. Additionally, an automated entry system may 
be necessary for functional reasons.  If an automated entry system is required, it should be 
located (as it has been in the proposed plans) on a secondary elevation so it is less visible 
from the public right-of-way. The proposed plan also indicated that the aluminum entry 
system will be set back from the building façade approximately 4-feet and the aluminum will 
have a dark finish. Given these factors, we feel that the proposed entry system is acceptable 
since it does not substantially detract from the character of the historic setting. 
 
The wood faux barn doors appear to be compatible with doors that would have been used 
during this period of architecture.  Appropriate barn door hardware could include a sliding 
door track and hanger or heavy-gauge strap hinges.  
 
The painted metal slab doors are not compatible in design, detailing, or materials with doors 
that would have been used during this period. Heritage recommends using painted four-
panel wood doors or painted faux wood four-panel doors instead. 
 
Exterior Signage: 
The Historic Design Guide offers specific requirements for new signage including acceptable 
sign materials and appropriate fonts.  The proposed signage for the Dollar General store 
does not comply with these requirements.  The Historic Design Guide prohibits plastic and 
lighted signage.  Additionally, the Historic Design Guide specifies that the sign shape, size, 
character, color, sign copy, and font style should be similar to those used during the Gold 
Rush period.  Signs fixed to building should also be small or placed parallel to the fascia.  
Heritage suggests reducing the size of the sign above the main entrance.  Both signs should 
also be constructed of wood. They can be illuminated using barn-style gooseneck light 
fixtures which can be wall-mounted above the signs.  Additional design consideration will be 
required to address the font and color issues as any changes to these would likely alter the 
corporate branding for the store.  If possible, a deeper shade of yellow could be used for the 
background color.  The Dollar General font does not exactly match the suggested fonts that 
are included in the Historic Design Guide, but the blocky-style of the lettering may be 
adequately compatible with the basic intent.  Heritage recommends further coordination 
with county building officials on this item. 
 
Exterior Lighting: 
The exterior elevations indicate six wall mounted light fixtures flanking the main entrance 
and false entries.  The fixture style is not specified on the drawings.   The Historic Design 
Guide does not offer any specific requirements on exterior lighting, but since the fixtures are 
attached to the building façade it is important to select fixtures that are compatible with 
historical period.  Early fixtures would likely have included oil-burning lanterns.  Several 
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manufacturers produce period-appropriate lantern-style electric fixtures that would be 
acceptable for this building. 
 
Exterior Colors: 
The Historic Design Guide indicates that exterior horizontal siding was frequently painted 
white, gray, red oxide, or subtle yellow while vertical board-and-batten siding would have 
been left unpainted.  There are no specific recommendations in the Historic Design Guide 
regarding trim or accent colors.  However, a period-appropriate color scheme can be 
selected using popular color schemes from other Gold Rush era buildings.  Architecture 
from this era frequently featured white or cream-colored trim and window sashes were 
generally painted a darker color to provide the illusion of a single large pane of glass.  
 
The plans note the following exterior color palate: 

• Vertical Siding: Dunn Edwards DE 6143 - Almond Latte (for vertical siding). 
• Horizontal Siding: Dunn Edwards DE 6149 - Cream Washed. 
• Horizontal Siding at Two-Story Cross Gables: Dunn Edwards DE 5188 – Ruddy 

Oak. 
• Exterior Trim at Windows and Two-Story Cross Gables: Dunn Edwards DE6375 – 

Castlerock. 
• Lower Fascia and Porch Framing: Dunn Edwards – Pure White. 
• Faux Barn Doors: Dunn Edwards DE 6348 - Draw Your Sword. 

 
Heritage recommends simplifying the color palette to a more historically appropriate scheme 
which would include a dark red color for window sashes with off-white trim. Exterior siding 
colors would be reduced from three colors to two and would include soft gray and red-oxide 
in compliance with the Historic Design Guide.  The suggested color palette includes: 
 

• Horizontal Siding: Dunn Edwards DE 6221 - Flintstone (for horizontal siding). 
• Horizontal Siding at Two-Story Cross Gables: Dunn Edwards DE 5188 – Ruddy 

Oak (this is the same color that was specified in the drawings provided by 
SimonCRE). As an alternate, natural finished vertical board-and-batten siding could 
be used instead. 

• All Exterior Trim and Paneled Wood Doors: Dunn Edwards DEW351 – Antique 
White. 

• All Window Sashes: Dunn Edwards DE 6021 – Outer Boundary (Note: the window 
frames would be Antique White). 

• Vertical Siding and Faux Barn Doors: Clear sealer (flat), natural finish. 
• Corrugated Metal Roofing: Natural galvanized metal (no paint). 
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